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".. The world is using less tobacco, but there are
still 1.2 billion people who use tobacco in our world -
one in five adults.

And the industry continues to develop new products
to hook new customers, and to continue profiting
from addiction, disease and death.

The tobacco industry's problem is that it keeps killing
its own customers. So it needs to recruit new ones.

Schools have become the new battleground,
where tobacco companies seek to recruit teenagers,
with bright colours, sweet flavours and social media influencers.

Targeting children with toxic and addictive products
is not harm reduction, its harm production.

We all have a responsibility to protect our children from

these attacks - parents, teachers, activists, legislators,
governments, civil society - all of us. ."

WHO Director-General, Dr Tedros Adhanom Ghebreyesus, 17 november 2025
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